
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Old Brooklyn Community Development Corporation 
 
  
Your Project Title: Summer Smorgasbord Event Series 

Your Project Summary: In 2017, OBCDC held its first summer festival as the culmination of three years 

running a film series at a local park. The festival was guided by two main principles: 1) Old Brooklyn is 

Cleveland most rapidly diversifying neighborhood and a place where community means something different 

to everyone and 2) Our community has no major cultural or artistic venues; it is our responsibility to enhance 

cultural awareness through programming. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application that 

the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Sean Benolken 

(New York, NY) 

Ernest Disney-Britton 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Laurel Fisher 

(Nashville, TN) 

Elisheba Johnson  

(Seattle, WA) 

Brittnie Knight  

(Philadelphia, PA) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: The program outlines numerous partners across Cleveland and a clear picture why the festival 

is important to the neighborhood. With strong attendance growth and a diverse list of artistic activities, the 

CDC's efforts are driven by public benefit. By emphasizing offerings that have greater depth and value to 

the community, this application stands out for looking beyond simple attendance figures. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Old Brooklyn CDC has a 2018 programming goal to make 50% of its programming to be activities 

focused on persons of color, and they have a community engagement committee to measure that impact. 

I found that to be impressive based on their recognition of the changing demographics of their community 

(“Fastest growing population of Black and Latino residents in Cleveland.” I also noted how they value their 

events as “pop-up communities” as a way of bringing people together through “shareable experiences.” I 

enjoyed reviewing this application. Additionally, I appreciated the description of the budget and the links to 

program (don’t use jpegs for links anymore. Use word document). 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This application shows evidence that the funding criteria have been met. Thank you for 

facilitating such robust arts and culture offerings in a neighborhood that does not have any arts and culture 

facilities. The strong community partnerships clearly make this series a success. This organization has a 

whole body approach to serving this community and I am pleased to see that arts and culture are not simply 

an add-on but integral to ongoing programming. This application was very well-written. Thank you for being 

clear, concise, and thorough. Nicely done. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: The applicant has demonstrated that being respondent to their community's needs has directly 

resulted in a growth in participation and engagement. A combination of food access, music, education and 

entertainment ensures that their are opportunities for the community to self-select into programming and 

that there is opportunity for everyone. The understanding that their community is diverse ethnically, they 

have used their platform to showcase the 30,000 Old Brooklyn residents. This application meets the funding 

requirements. 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 
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Score: Yes 

Comment: This program meets the requirements for public benefit and they are actively partnering to bring 

in diverse participants. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

